
3-NIGHT, 4-DAY WINTER GETAWAY

4 days | Total Distance: 387 km

Start Here: Calabogie 

In summer, Calabogie is a bustling destination for

swimming, boating, fishing, and hiking, but it’s in

winter that it truly gets its chance to shine. From

downhill skiing to cross-country skiing, ice skating,

snowshoeing, and hiking, there is plenty to keep your

warm and active here.

• Skiers and snowboarders will want to check in

early at Calabogie Peaks to get on the slopes early

enough to fit in multiple runs. With the highest

elevation in Ontario, this ski hill is a lovely surprise

for new or avid skiers or snowboarders.

• Take a break for lunch or dinner at the on-site

cafeteria or hit up Canthooks restaurant, right in

the lodge and with a fabulous view of the slopes. 

• Break out the ice skates and show off your best

moves at the rink on Calabogie Lake, at the public

beach.

• Pick up a six-pack of local craft beer from

Calabogie Brewing Co. to enjoy as an apres-ski

treat.

• Rent a fat bike from Mad River Paddle Co. and it

can be delivered to the trail of your choice in the

Burnstown, White Lake, Calabogie area.

• Redneck Bistro dishes up hearty pub style meals

that will refuel you after a day of activity.

• Bring your own or rent cross-country skis from

Calabogie Peaks and head to the Madawaska
Nordic Ski Trail not far from Calabogie Peaks

Resort. 

• Make the snowshoe hike or cross-country ski to

the phenomenal lookout at Eagle’s Nest – a

moderate trail with a mighty view.

• Reserve your table early to guarantee a spot at

the popular fine dining restaurant, On the Rocks,

and enjoy a view of the ice covered Calabogie Lake

while you dine.

Calabogie

Ottawa Valley

Time Spent Here: You will need all day (at least) to

fully experience everything Calabogie has to offer.

Consider extending your stay here for another night

to fit it all in.

Next Stop: Burnstown

If you’re feeling the burn of an empty stomach after a

day spent outdoors, Burnstown is only a few

minutes’ drive from Calabogie and offers ample

food, drink, and entertainment.

• Purchase tickets to one of the live music or

comedy shows at Neat Café. *Note these sell out

early so book in advance.

• Your apres-ski gathering spot can be Blackbird
Café in Burnstown where you can expect hearty,

homemade dishes that will warm you from the

inside out.

• Enjoy a craft beer or one of their famous pizzas at

Neat Café.

Burnstown

Ottawa Valley

Time Spent Here: Plan on an hour or more here.

End Your Day: Somewhere Inn
Calabogie

This cute and cozy inn is actually a fully renovated

motel that’s been revamped and glamped to give it a

Zen-like and modern feel. 

• Sit back beneath the stars with a cup of mulled

wine from the bottle shop.

• Gather around the bonfire and get cozy after

your day on the slopes.

• Drop by Calabogie Brewing Co. or Redneck
Bistro for an apres-ski brew.

• Cozy up around the wood stove in your room

while you reminisce about the day past.

Time Spent Here: The evening at Somewhere Inn is

where everyone gathers after a full day outdoors to

chat with friends and make new ones. 

 

Start Here: Calabogie

Day two in Calabogie is your chance to catch up on

any activities you missed out on the day before. You

will end up back at the inn at the end of the day, after

dark.

• Order breakfast in to your room or head to Oh-
el-La Café for some good for you fare with a

caffeine side kick.

• Browse the bottle shop at Somewhere Inn to pick

out your new favourite wine for the coming night.

• Did you miss out on cross-country skiing,

snowshoeing, fat biking, or hiking yesterday? This

is your chance to savour every last drop of winter

in Calabogie.

Time Spent Here: You can spend as long as you like

today finishing up your experience in Calabogie, just

be sure to head out by noon at the latest so you

have time to enjoy the rest of your day.

Next Stop: Arnprior 

Known locally as “the ‘Prior” Arnprior is one of the

jewels in the Ottawa Valley. It’s one of the only towns

where you can enjoy the beauty of the Ottawa River,

see an old growth forest, and enjoy fine dining and

shopping, all in one place.

• Head downtown to do some shopping at Koti28,

a Scandinavian-inspired shop where you will feel

right at home after spending the night at

Somewhere Inn. 

• Stroll through Gillie’s Grove, an old growth forest

located behind the Arnprior & District Hospital.

See if you can find the tallest tree in Ontario, a 47-

metre tall white pine. 

• Pick up some take out for lunch from the local

favourite, Krave Bistro, or for authentic Indian

cuisine, Negi Indian Cuisine, is a must try. 

Arnprior

Ottawa Valley

Time Spent Here: You shouldn’t need more than an

hour-and-a-half in Arnprior.

Next Stop: Pakenham

Did you think your skiing days were over for this trip?

Think again. Pakenham offers some excellent hiking

and downhill skiing under the stars.

• Bring your snowshoes (or rent some from

MadRiver Paddle Co.) for a lovely hike at the 200-

acre High Lonesome Nature Reserve, in

Pakenham. Trails here vary in length and are ideal

for all skill levels. 

• Cartwright Springs Brewery is only a few

minutes from Pakenham – drop by to sample their

beer and see the difference using clear spring

water from an artesian well makes in flavour.

• Refuel at Keepers Coffee Bar or 1840s General
Store, both are great spots to pick up something

hot to eat, some homemade baked goods, and of

course, coffee. 

• When the sun starts to set is when the skiing gets

awesome at Mount Pakenham. Night skiing is a

must-try for novice or experienced skiers who love

the idea of careening down the hill under starlight.

 

• Centennial Restaurant in downtown Pakenham

is the perfect spot for a gooey, cheesy, apres-ski

indulgence. Get your pizza to go to eat back at

Somewhere Inn, or dine-in in this local favourite. 

Pakenham

Lanark County

End Your Day: Somewhere Inn
Calabogie

This is your last night at Somewhere Inn so don’t

waste it! Sit out by the bonfire and enjoy a wine

tasting with friends. 

Start Here: Somewhere Inn
Calabogie

Shake off the cobwebs and get rolling early from the

inn because there is a full day outdoors ahead of

you.

• Enjoy a hot breakfast from Oh-el-la Café before

heading out on the road.

• Pack something extra to enjoy for lunch in case

you get peckish before you reach your next

commercial destination.  

Next Stop: Dacre Heights

Dacre Heights is a private property that allows

visitors to explore by ski, snowshoe, or bike. As a

former commercial ski hill, Dacre Heights offers a

spectacular 180 metres vertical drop and the ski hills

are still visible from the air. 

• Explore the 230-acres of forest here by

snowshoe, cross-country ski, or on foot

(depending on snow depth). 

• Stop and have a picnic with your stash from Oh-

el-la Café when you reach the peak of the

mountain. 

• Choose from one of the handful of trails on the

property, totalling roughly seven-and-a-half

kilometres to explore. 

Time Spent Here: Plan for roughly two hours here. 

Warning: This area was once a commercial ski hill, and

there are many abandoned pieces of concrete and metal

throughout the property that are hazardous for some

activities. Always scout your route first!

Next Stop: Griffith

Griffith is one of those cute small communities you

can drive through before you really realize it’s there.

It’s worth the stop to explore if you have the time!

• If you haven’t had lunch, Pine Valley Restaurant
is well known by locals for its homestyle meals. 

• Do you love general stores? Check out the

Griffith General Store for an old fashioned find-

everything shop.

• The Griffith Uplands Trail is only a short drive

from the town of Griffith and is known for its

challenging terrain with a 10-kilometre loop that

takes hikes across four mountains: Lake, Buck,

Spring and Godin. If you don’t have more than four

hours left of daylight this trail is not

recommended. 

Griffith

Ottawa Valley

Time Spent Here: There are some variables in the

stops today, and a lot of your time will depend on

where you choose to eat lunch and if you do more

than one hike. As noted above, it’s not

recommended to attempt the Griffith Uplands Trail if

you aren’t confident you have more than enough

hours of daylight. Average time to complete the loop

is between four and four-and-a-half hours.

End Your Day: Minden

You will most likely be arriving in Minden after dark.

There are a few options for where to spend the night

in Minden but wherever you stay you will be sure to

be surrounded by other intrepid outdoor lovers, just

like you.

• Stay the night at The Rockcliffe – Moore Falls
and you may be fortunate to take in one of their

live performances before you sleep.

• The historic Dominion Hotel in Minden is a

popular destination for skiers and ice climbers

after a day in the winter wilderness. Check the

schedule to see if there are any bands scheduled

to play that night. 

• Dining is available at both the Dominion Hotel
and The Rockcliffe. 

• Enjoy a craft beer from Boshkung Brewing, right

in the downtown.

• Expand your palate with dinner from Suwan’s
Thai Cuisine.

 

Minden

Haliburton County

Start Your Day: Minden

Waken early to get to the ski hill well before noon.

This will be your last day on the slopes, so make it a

good one!

• Have a breakfast of champions at Molly’s Bistro
in downtown Minden. 

• Grab take-out for lunch or you can also wait and

dine right at the ski hill today.

Minden

Haliburton County

Next Stop: Sir Sam’s Ski/RIDE

Sir Sam’s is a great ski hill for those who think they’ve

seen it all in skiing. Check out the live webcams to

see firsthand what the trail conditions are before

heading out. This will be your last stop of the trip so

make sure you eat before you leave the hill.

• Choose between green, blue, or black diamond
trails on the mountain. Whichever you choose you

will get a great view from the ski lift of Eagle Lake. 

• Dining is easy at Sir Sam’s, with three ways to

refuel. Choose from a full menu at Eagleview
Restaurant or something quicker from Sam’s
Grab and Go. Sam’s BBQ is only open on

weekends and holidays and is located outdoors on

the large deck.

• Enjoy a refreshing Caesar at Sam’s outdoor

Caesar bar on the sundeck. 

Eagle Lake

Haliburton County

Time Spent Here: You can spend the whole day here

as this is the last stop on your trip! Make sure you

leave with a full belly.
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Day One

Distance: 35 km

The early bird gets the – er, ski hill – for

this snowy adventure. Plan your trip to

reach Calabogie early to maximize your

time on the hill. As you drive the winding

and hilly roads through the Ottawa

Valley you will get a glimpse into some of

the beauty in store for you during this

trip.

START OF DAY ONE

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 372km • 4 hr 40 min

From Ottawa: 102km • 1 hr 15 min

Referred to as 'the funnest small town in

Canada' by CBC's comedy series, Still

Standing, Calabogie more than lives up to the

name.  From indoor activities like restaurant

hopping, to outdoor adventure in

watersports, backwoods play, and skiing

Ontario's vertical drop at Calabogie Peaks,

there's plenty of fun to be had at this

outdoor paradise.

16 KM • 12 MINS

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 393km • 4 hr 25 min

From Ottawa: 86km • 53 min

17.5 KM • 13 MINS

What to do here

END OF DAY ONE

Day Two

Distance: 99 km

Your second day of this itinerary is an

invitation to slow it down a bit and make

sure you aren’t missing out on any

activities. You’ll spend some time

shopping, exploring the great outdoors,

and – of course! – there will be time for

some more skiing.

START OF DAY TWO

What to do here

40 KM • 30 MINS

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 400km • 4 hr 35 min

From Ottawa: 65km • 52 min

Historically known as a lumbertown due to its

towering white pines, you can explore a small

piece of this history in the old growth forest

at Gillies Grove, including a 47-metre

behemoth that was officially recognized as

Ontario's Tallest Tree.

15 KM • 13 MINS

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 377km • 4 hr 40 min

From Ottawa: 59km • 50 min

Cartwright Springs Brewery takes locally-

made to a whole new level, using natural

water from an artesian spring located on the

property, just 15 metres away.

44 KM • 35 MINS

END OF DAY TWO

Day Three

Distance: 215 km

Only one day left in your winter

adventure! Today you will travel from the

Ottawa Valley to Haliburton Highlands so

prepare to be wowed by the vast tracks

of forests, rugged Canadian Shield

terrain, and snow-capped hills, en route.

START OF DAY THREE

What to do here

24 KM • 24 MINS

What to do here

27.5 KM • 19 MINS

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 320km • 4 hr

From Ottawa: 145km • 1 hr 45 min

164 KM • 120 MINS

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 190km • 2 hr 33 min

From Ottawa: 310km • 3 hr 45 min

Paddlers will love the Minden Wild Water

Preserve.  With 100 acres, the park includes

campsites with picnic tables and firepits. 

When you're not canoeing or kayaking, take

advantage of the 3-kilometres trail system on

foot or on your bike.

END OF DAY THREE

Day Four

Distance: 38 km

Your final day begins not far from

Minden, at Eagle Lake, and will include

more skiing at Sir Sam’s Ski/RIDE

overlooking Eagle Lake.

START OF DAY FOUR

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 190km • 2 hr 33 min

From Ottawa: 310km • 3 hr 45 min

Paddlers will love the Minden Wild Water

Preserve.  With 100 acres, the park includes

campsites with picnic tables and firepits. 

When you're not canoeing or kayaking, take

advantage of the 3-kilometres trail system on

foot or on your bike.

38 KM • 33 MINS

What to do here

About the area

From Toronto: 266km • 2 hr 52 min

From Ottawa: 298km • 3 hr 30 min

With a rich history in the Haliburton

Highlands area, Sir Sam's Ski/Ride is every

adventure's dream in both the summer and

winter.  This picturesque ski hill overlooking

Eagle Lake is perfect for mountain biking for

every skill-level, with a walk-on, walk-off

covered lift perfect for beginners.  You can

ride, run, or hike over 100 acres of ancient

Canadian Shielf and hardwood forest.

END OF TRIP
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